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PERISCOPE. 


psychosis recurring in periods. Melancholia, according to Men¬ 
del, may last from a week to a year; the mean duration is nine 
months. Recovery has, however, resulted in a case of six years’ 
duration ; sixty to eighty per cent, of recovery. In Mendel’s opinion 
melancholia may end in recovery, in secondary monomania, or 
dementia, or in death from any intercurrent affection, generally 
phthisis. Treatment should be directed to the removal of the 
cause. Mendel finds morphine of value in nearly all cases. He 
gives it in -J- of grain dose gradually increased till -J, thrice daily. 
If after two weeks’ use no effect is produced, the use of the drug 
should be abandoned. 


Psychical Symptoms from Potassium Bromide. —Dr. W. A. 
Hammond (journal of Psychological Medicine, 1868), Dr. Bottger 
(Allgemeine Zeitschrift fur Psychialrie, 1877), and Dr. Beard 
(Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease, July, 1881), have 
reported cases in which potassium bromide produced symptoms 
resembling those of progressive paresis. Dr. Beard has also 
reported a case in which the drug produced melancholia with 
frenzy. To these should be added the cases recently reported by 
Drs. Janeway and Winters ( New York Medical Journal, August 
18, 1883), in which visual hallucinations had preceded the other 
symptoms of bromism. 


Folie du Doute. — Dr. Tamburini ( Rivista Sperimentale di 
Freni'atria, Anno ix, Fasc. 1) classifies in a very able and critical 
article, the various types of imperative conceptions under the fol¬ 
lowing heads: First, the metaphysical, in which the patient is 
impelled to wander in endless queries of a transcendental nature. 
Second, the realistic variety, in which the patient is troubled by 
doubts respecting trivial matters which render him unable to act. 
Third, the scrupulous variety, in which the patient is troubled by a 
morbid conscientiousness respecting matters unrelated to the do¬ 
main of ethics. Fourth, the frightened variety, in which the patient 
has a morbid fear of compromising himself by very unimportant 
acts. Fifth, the calculating variety, where the patient is obliged 
to continually calculate. Sixth, the tactile variety (mysophobia, 
etc.), in which ideas of defilement, not necessarily or even ordina¬ 
rily of an hallucinatory or even delusional character, occur. Ball, as 
has been pointed out by Tamburini, errs in applying the phrase 
avec delire du toucher to this variety, as the essential psychical 
feature is an imperative conception arising in a normal mind. 


' Acute Hallucinatory Confusion from Lead-Poisoning. 
—Moeli ( Charitd Annalen, Jahrgang viii) reports the case of a 
twenty-eight-year-old painter, who, at the outset of an attack of 
lead colic became anxious and excitable, cried out that he was 
going to be killed, and had hallucinations of seeing bugs flying at 
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him and of being burnt, for which reason he wanted water squirted 
on him. The patient recovered in fourteen days. In a second 
attack, three years after, he complained of seeing giants about to 
attack him, and of fire being near him, and displayed much the 
same symptoms as before; recovering in the same time. In 
Moeli’s opinion the psychical phenomena resemble those of alco¬ 
holic delirium, and are secondary to vaso-motor phenomena, pro¬ 
duced by the pain of lead colic, and not directly due to the 
presence of the lead. This explanation is a very probable one, 
and is in accord with the one given by Goodheart (Journal of 
Nervous and Mental Disease, 1882), and is further borne out 
by the reports of Kiernan (Journal of Nervous and Mental 
Disease, 1881) and Ulrich ( Allgemeine Zeitschrift fur Psychiatric, 
Band xxxiii). 


“Delusions of the Memory.” —Meynert (Jahrbucher fur 
Psychiatric, Band iv) describes a case of what may be very well 
termed delusions of the memory. The patient claimed to have a 
fleeting perception of a kind which was marked by some detail. 
He said he remembered having seen in the forest a cleared space 
in which grew a large flower. This was based on an hallucination 
which was remembered as an actual perception. Of this class of 
cases Meynert gives the following explanation: In epileptics 
hallucinations are produced by a collateral hypersemia, which en¬ 
genders an irritation ; a pronounced contraction of an arterial 
vessel produces a diminution of pressure in the collateral branches. 
These phenomena do not give rise to hallucinations, but when the 
individual returns to consciousness, the hypersemia in question 
produces a delusion of the memory. The subjective sensation is 
reproduced in such colors, under the influence of the hypenemia, 
that the sensorium preserves the impression of it, and the halluci¬ 
nation remains as an actual remembrance. 


Melancholia from Medullo-spinal Disease. —It has long 
been known that among the other vaso-motor disturbances of 
locomotor ataxia, melancholia has been observed. Schtile ( Irren - 
freund, No. 2, 1883) describes a case in which at various times there 
occurred cardiac palpitation, irregular cardiac action, albuminuria, 
glycosuria, and neuralgia. The patient was a marked case of 
agitated melancholia, and showed the anxious excitement of that 
psychosis. From the symptoms Schiile inclined to the opinion 
that the case was not of primary cerebral origin, but the secondary 
result of a medullo-spinal affection. The patient recovered. 


Eye-Affections in the Psychoses. — Dr. Borysiekiewicz 
(Centralblattfur Augenheilkunde, S. 494, 1883) finds, after an ex¬ 
amination of one hundred and seventy-one insane, that there were 
two very frequent ocular lesions. Lesion one consisted in a 
diffusedly dim and irregularly sized pupil and retinal opacity, 



